Pip Start Covering Agreement




The following rule must be adopted by anyone who is consistently in a place of responsibility and visible leadership in Pip Start.  To adopt the rule, you should prayerfully review it with your pastor or other covering authority, and both of you should sign it.

· I believe in the essentials of the Christian faith as stated in the Apostle’s Creed.  

· My first commitment is to my local church fellowship in Austin.  I will only engage in leadership in Pip Start with the express blessing of my pastor, priest, or other covering authority.  I will not substitute participation in the Pip Start for participation in the life of my local church or campus ministry.

· I respect each person in Austin as a bearer of the image of God; I see each Christian in the city as a brother or sister in God’s family; and I honor each local church in the city as an integral part of His body in this city.  Following the pattern of Jesus and the apostles, my prayers for the church and for business and governmental leaders in Austin will be characterized by thanksgiving and blessing.

· In the small matters of everyday life, I will be both responsible and genuine with others.  When I have a grievance with another person, I will not shrink from approaching that person privately, presenting my grievance with gentleness and humility, and seeking reconciliation and forgiveness.

· The reason that I seek God in prayer, praise, and contemplation is that I believe He has made me to do so, and the first reward for earnestly seeking Him is a finding of my true self in Him.  Accordingly, knowing God enjoys the heart-gifts I bring, I will walk in my prayer tradition with all confidence but with no pride.  Instead I will strive to reflect the image of God by likewise enjoying the authentic heart of devotion expressed in the different prayer models and traditions of others.

· I am making a two-year commitment to Pip Start as an employee.

Signed:

______________________________________________________

______________________

Pip Start Leader








Date

______________________________________________________

______________________

Covering Authority







Date

The Apostles' Creed

The basic creed of Reformed churches, as most familiarly known, is called the Apostles' Creed. It has received this title because of its great antiquity; it dates from very early times in the Church, a half-century or so from the last writings of the New Testament

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.  The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.. 

*The word "catholic" refers not to the Roman Catholic Church, but to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.






